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WEAPON CADDY 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
[0001] The present invention relates to a weapon caddy for use in hunting from a support 
structure such as a tree stand, tree, all terrain vehicle, wheelchair, or the like. 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
[0002] Tree stands may be installed on trees to provide a seat and hiding place for 
hunters in search of game. Once the tree stand is installed, it can be dangerous for the hunter to 
climb into the seat while holding a weapon such as a firearm. Transporting firearms on vehicles, 
e.g., all terrain vehicles, can also prove to be dangerous. 

[0003] While aiming at a target, it is often useful for a hunter to support the end of a 
firearm with a stable guide or cradle. The support can assist the hunter in accurately aiming at a 
target, especially if the hunter can quickly adjust the support to track the target. 
[0004] The present invention has been developed in view of the foregoing. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] In accordance with the present invention, a caddy is provided for supporting a 
weapon such as a rifle, gun, pistol, cross bow, or long bow while hunting. The caddy serves as 
an adjustable cradle for supporting the weapon while aiming at a target, and may also act as a 
safety device for transporting the weapon. The caddy may be mounted to any suitable support 
structure such as a tree stand, tree, hunting blind, fence, all terrain vehicle, wheelchair, or the 
hke. In a particular embodiment, two or more caddies may be mounted on a tree stand to safely 
secure a weapon during set up in a tree. Each caddy may also be used as a cradle to support a 
weapon while aiming at a target, and the cradle may be adjusted horizontally, vertically, and/or 
pivotally with respect to a mounting bracket. 

[0006] An aspect of the present invention is to provide a weapon caddy that includes a 
mounting bracket that is structured and arranged for mounting on a support structure, a base 
member that is shdably mounted on the mounting bracket, and a cradle member that is mounted 
on the base member and structured and arranged for supporting a weapon. 
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[0007] Another aspect of the present invention is to provide a weapon caddy that 
includes a mounting bracket structured and arranged for mounting on a support structure, a base 
member rotatably mounted on the mounting bracket, and a cradle member mounted on the base 
member and structured and arranged for supporting a weapon. 

[0008] A further aspect of the present invention is to provide a weapon caddy that 
includes a mounting bracket structured and arranged for mounting on a support structure, a 
cradle member mounted on the mounting bracket and structured and arranged for supporting a 
weapon, and an elastic strap for securing the weapon onto the cradle member. 

[0009] Another aspect of the present invention is to provide a hunting apparatus 
comprising a support structure and at least one caddy for supporting a weapon mounted to the 
support structure. The at least one caddy is movable to a retracted position toward the support 
structure and an extended position away from the support structure. 

[0010] These and other aspects of the present invention will be more apparent from the 
following description. 

BRIEF DESCRIP'tION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0011] Fig. 1 is an isometric view of multiple weapon caddies mounted to a tree stand in 
accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. 

[0012] Fig. 2 is an isometric view of a weapon caddy mounted to the front brace of a tree 
stand in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. 

[0013] Fig. 3 is an exploded isometric view of the separate components that comprise a 
weapon caddy in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. 

[0014] Fig. 4 is an exploded isometric view of the weapon caddy, including an additional 
pronged support, in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
[0015] Fig, 1 presents a hunting apparatus 2 in accordance with an embodiment of the 
present invention. The hunting apparatus 2 comprises a conventional tree stand 6 with two 
weapon caddies 8 attached. The weapon caddies 8 may be used to secure a weapon (not shown) 
in place while the tree stand 6 is being set up. The caddies 8 also pivot to serve as shooting 
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supports while hunting from the tree stand 6. Although Fig. 1 depicts two weapon caddies 8, any 
number of caddies may be attached to the tree stand 6 or other support structure. 

[0016] Fig. 2 illustrates an embodiment of the weapon caddy 8. The weapon caddy 8 is 
mounted to a front brace 9 of a conventional tree stand, which serves as a support structure. 
However, the weapon caddy 8 may also be mounted to any other suitable support structure such 
as a tree, hunting blind, fence, wall, wheelchair, or vehicle. The caddy 8 shown in Fig. 2 is 
translationally adjustable in a vertical plane 10, translationally adjustable in a horizontal plane 
11, and pivotally adjustable in a horizontal plane around a vertical axis 12. The caddy 8 may 
also be pivotally adjustable in a vertical plane around a horizontal axis 13. The caddy 8 is 
mounted to the tree stand 9 or support structure using a mounting bracket 14 and mechanical 
fastener 16 as shown in Fig. 2. The caddy 8 includes a base member 20 and a cradle member 32, 
as more fully described below. The base member 20 is horizontally slidable 1 1 between a 
retracted position adjacent to the mounting bracket 14 and an extended position away from the 
moxmting bracket 14. 

[0017] Fig. 3 illustrates the individual components of the weapon caddy 8. The caddy 8 
may be mounted using the mounting bracket 14 and mechanical fastener 16 which comprises a 
bolt 17 extending through a hole 18 in the mounting bracket 14, and a nut 19 threaded on the bolt 
17. 

[0018] The caddy 8 typically includes a base member 20, which may contain a 
substantially horizontal section 22 and a substantially vertical section 24. As shown in Fig. 3, 
the substantially horizontal section 22 and substantially vertical section 24 may be integrally 
formed or may be welded together or otherwise attached to form a right angle. The horizontal 
section 22 and vertical section 24 may be made from metal such as steel or aluminimi, plastic 
such as PVC, rubber, or the like, and may have any suitable shapes and dimensions, e.g., circular 
or rectangular cross-sections. 

[0019] In the embodiment shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the entire base member 20 is slidably 
and rotatably mounted on the mounting bracket 14, which remains stationary with respect to the 
support structure 9. The base member 20 is considered shdably mounted with respect to the 
mounting bracket 14 because it may be releasably adjusted to move toward or away from the 
mounting bracket 14, e.g., in a horizontal plane. In other words, the base member 20 may be 
slidable between a retracted position adjacent to the mounting bracket 14 and an extended 
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position away from the mounting bracket 14. To achieve this translational movement, the 
mounting bracket 14 may include an additional hole 26 sized to receive a bolt 28. The 
substantially horizontal section 22 of the base member 20 may include a linear slot 30 sized to 
receive the bolt 28 and allow the bolt 28 to sHde along the slot 30. A nut 31 threaded on the bolt 
28 may be hand tightened to secure the moimting bracket 14 at various sliding positions. 

[0020] The base member 20 is considered rotatably mounted with respect to the 
mounting bracket 14 because it may pivot around the mounting bracket 14, e.g., in a horizontal 
plane. To achieve this horizontal rotation, the caddy 8 may pivot around the bolt 28 that runs 
through the hole 26 in the mounting bracket 14 and the linear slot 30. The nut 31 threaded on the 
bolt 28 may be hand tightened to secure the base member 20 at various pivoting positions. 

[0021] As shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the cradle member 32 is slidably mounted on the base 
member 20. The cradle member 32 is releasably adjusted to move towards or away from the 
base member 20 in a vertical plane. To achieve this vertical translation, the cradle member 32 
contains a hollow section 34 that fits over the substantially vertical section 24 of the base 
member 20, and allows the cradle member 32 to telescope over the vertical section 24. 

[0022] The telescoping hollow section 34 of the cradle member 32 has a nut 35 welded 
thereto, with the center hole of the nut ahgned with a hole through the wall of the hollow section 
34. The holes are sized to receive a threaded handle 38 for tightening the hollow section 34 
against the vertical section 24 of the base member 20. When the handle 38 is tightened, the 
cradle member 32 may be secured against the vertical section 24 of the base member 20 at 
various sliding positions. Instead of a threaded handle 38, any other suitable fastening device 
may be used for securing the cradle member 32 to the vertical section 24 at various shding 
positions. The fastening device may also include an additional support to assist in aiming or 
positioning a long bow or other weapon in a vertical rest position. For example, the fastening 
device may comprise a threaded member with prongs 39 and a tightening handle attached to a 
nut 41, as shown in Fig. 4. The prongs 39 may be used as an additional support for a long bow, 
and may be fitted with a rubber or elastic liner. 

[0023] The cradle member 32 includes a cradle or holder 40 attached to the hollow 
section 34 that is preferably lined with a rubber insert 42 or other resilient material for 
cushioning the weapon. The cradle 40 may have a U shape as shown in Fig. 3, or any other 
suitable shape that will hold a weapon, such as a V shape. The hollow section 34 and the cradle 


665883vl 


-5- 


40 of the cradle member 32 may be made from any suitable material such as steel, aluminum, 
plastic, PVC, rubber, or the like. The cradle member 32 may also include a safety device for 
securing the weapon onto the cradle 40. In a preferred embodiment, the safety device may 
comprise a detachable strap 44 made from a resilient material like rubber. 

[0024] To secure the strap 44, the cradle member 32 may contain one or more pegs 46 
that protrude from its surface, and the strap 44 may contain one or more holes 48 sized to engage 
the pegs 46. The pegs 46 may be used to secure the strap 44 when it is stretched across the 
cradle 40 and a weapon, while still allowing the strap 44 to be quickly removed from the caddy 8 
to use the cradle 40 as a shooting support, hi a preferred embodiment, at least two pegs 46 are 
positioned to downwardly protrude from the cradle 40. The strap 44 preferably has an elongated 
rectangular shape of sufficient length to traverse a conventional hunting weapon such as a rifle, 
gun, pistol, cross bow, or long bow while it is resting against the cradle 40. hi addition, the strap 
44 preferably contains a sufficient number of holes 48 to secure it across conventional weapons 
of varying size. 

[0025] Li accordance with the present invention, the caddy 8 is provided for supporting a 
weapon such as a rifle, gxm, pistol, cross bow, or long bow while hunting. The caddy serves as 
an adjustable cradle for supporting the weapon while aiming at a target, and may also serve as a 
safety device for transporting the weapon, hi a preferred embodiment, two or more caddies are 
mounted to a tree stand to safely secure a weapon while installing the stand in a tree and 
climbing into the stand. Although primarily described herein as being moxmted to a tree stand, 
the caddy may also be mounted to, or used in association with, other types of hunting apparatus. 
For example, the caddy may be mounted to other stationary structures such as trees, hunting 
blinds, fences, walls, wheelchairs, and other forms of natural habitation, as well as vehicles such 
as all terrain vehicles, trucks, and cars. 

[0026] The caddy may include a mounting bracket, a base member that is sUdable and 
rotatable with respect to the mounting bracket, and a telescoping cradle member that is slidable 
with respect to the base member. The caddy may also include a safety device that secures a 
weapon on the cradle member while the weapon is being transported. Li addition, the safety 
device may be removed to use the cradle member as a shooting support. In a preferred 
embodiment, the cradle member has a U-shaped cradle or holder to support a weapon, although 
the cradle may also have a V shape or any other suitable shape capable of supporting the 


665883vl 


-6- 

weapon. In addition, the cradle may have a liner made from an elastic, resilient material like 
rubber, or any other suitable material capable of cushioning the weapon against the holder. 

[0027] In a preferred embodiment, the safety device comprises a detachable strap made 
from an elastic, resilient material like rubber. To secure the strap across the cradle and weapon, 
the cradle may contain pegs and the strap may contain holes for engaging those pegs. However, 
any other suitable safety device may be used to secure the weapon onto the cradle in accordance 
with the present invention. For example, the safety device may include a plastic strap, a fabric 
strap, Velcro, or string instead of a rubber strap, or a buckhng, clamping, or tying component 
instead of a peg. 

[0028] When the safety device is removed, the cradle may be adjusted for use as a 
weapon support while aiming at targets. The cradle may translate with respect to the mounting 
bracket, e.g., in either a horizontal or vertical plane, or pivotally rotate around the mounting 
bracket, e.g., in a horizontal plane. The caddy may also be designed to pivot around the support 
structure in a vertical plane. In a preferred embodiment, the caddy is adjusted using fastening 
devices, such as nut and bolt assembhes, that may be quickly tightened or loosened by hand. 
However, the cradle may also be adjusted using fiictional, mechanical, electrical, magnetic, or 
clamping components. 

[0029] Translational movement in the vertical and horizontal direction is important 
because it allows the hunter to adjust the caddy according to his size and preferences, the style of 
his weapon, and the type of support structure he is using. This translational movement, 
combined with rotational movement, makes the caddy adaptable to a wide range of hunting 
situations, and allows for conversion of the caddy from a weapon safety support to an adjustable 
shooting guide. In addition, rotational movement is important because it allows the hunter to 
swivel the caddy and track moving game. 

[0030] The caddy may be secured onto a structure, e.g., a tree stand, using a mounting 
device that attaches to the mounting bracket. Suitable mounting devices include, but are not 
limited to, nut and bolt assemblies, clamps, magnets, pins, adhesives, welding, and wood tapping 
devices. 

[0031] Whereas particular embodiments of this invention have been described above for 
purposes of illustration, it will be evident to those skilled in the art that numerous variations of 
the details of the present invention may be made without departing from the invention. 
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